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take them as we actually find them, without adopting the Quixotic
undertaking of attempting to make them better.

Before going farther into the life of Parvati, I must observe, ori the
authority of Mr. Patterson, that when Vishnu beheld Siva dancing about
frantically with the deceased form of Suti in his arms, he cut it into
fifty-one pieces, which Siva, who still continued in his frenzy, scattered
in different parts of the earth. These spots he afterwards ordained to
be the places of worship, to his own and his Energy's peculiar emblems.
Daksha, who had been slain by Vira Badra, in consequence of the death
of Snti, was restored to life, but with the head of a goat, on condition of
his adopting the doctrines of Siva.

Mr. Patterson imagines that these circumstances arose from an
attempt, on th^ part of Daksha, to abolish the worship of the emblem
of Siva, in which he was unsuccessful.

Parvati had, as the consort of Siva, maternal claims upon Kartikeya,
the leader of the celestial armies, and Ganesha, or Ganaputty, the god
of wisdom.

They were both produced in a very extraordinary manner, as will be
men in the descriptions of them. Parvati is the goddess of a thousand
names ; and both her forms and powers are more various and extensive
than those of any of the other Hindu deities. She acts sometimes
dependent on, at others wholly independent of foer husband, Siva.

As Bhavani, she is the goddess of nature and fecundity, and is
invoked by*women in labour. As Malia Devi, she is " the goddess,**
the A^ti of the lord of the universe, Mahatleo* As Parvati, she is his
constant coiupanion. As Durga, or Katyayini, she is the Amazonian
champion and potent protectress of the gods, endowed by them
severally with their attributes, and wielding in her numerous hands
their various instruments of destruction, with which, for their pro-
tection, they bad armed her. In tjbtis character she has been compared
to the Olympian Juno, and the Pallas, or armed Minerva, of the
Greeks; but clearly thus blending in herself the power and divinity of
all the gods, of incomparably greater importance than either. As Kali;
she is their Diana Taurica, and personifying that black abyss, eternity,
by which Kal (or Time itself) shall be destroyed (pictured by her
trampling upon Siva in that character,) she is arrayed in attributes
supreme over those of her husband.

Parvati has been described under numerous forms ; but as they are

only variations of the more impetfsiiit ones, Bhavani, Devi, Durga, and

Kali, I shall content myself with noticing those under which she is

most generally known.                    . * '

As Parvati, she is described of a white; as Kali, of a <krk bloc or